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Homeless Issue in Hong Kong, 2013

Existing Problem Existing Services / SoCO’s Suggestion
Policies

Policies on
Homeless

Employment

Accommodation
Services

Welfare System
(i.e. CSSA -
Comprehensive
Social Security
Allowance)

No. of Homeless people

in HK is underestimated

(Gov’t Statistic in Oct 10:
525)

30.4% have exp. to be
disturbed by police /
security guard; 20% have
difficulty to find job due
to no fixed address

17.6% being homeless
after discharged from jail
/ hospital / drug rehab
centre

52.4% are ‘re-homeless’
people (i.e. relapse rate)

38.8% are low-income
homeless people

17.5% are returned from
Mainland China, but
29.7% of them have
been rejected to apply
the CSSA

Some homeless people
have the needs on
glasses and teeth
treatment

77.7% cannot afford the
rent payment of private

Official homeless
registration form (SWD
386) cannot show the
people who are being
homeless < 1 month or
in the same location <7
days

Gov’t does not have
policies to protect the
homeless people

Gov’t does not allow
the EXOs to apply CSSA
1 month before the
discharge

It shows the job
instability:
re-unemployed 2>
re-homeless

Gov’t has revoked its
subsidy on singleton
hostels (monthly rent:
$430) in 2005

Gov't deprives the
rights of the people
who live in HK less than
309 days a year to
apply CSSA (2004
-2012)

Gov’t revoked the
special subsidies of
CSSA's recipients who
are < 60

The CSSA rent subsidy
has been cut from

Reinstates
the’men-counting
format’ before 1997 to
count the total no.
which helps to achieve
the better planning on
homeless service

Follows and
implements the Japan
homeless policies and
law

Allows the people with
difficulties to apply
CSSA before the
discharge

Revokes the
‘contract-out’ and
contract employment
system

Reinstates the subsidy
on singleton urban
hostels

Since SoCO Win the
court case on Feb 2012,
such restriction on
CSSA application have
been cancelled

Reinstates the special
subsidies for CSSA
recipients to facilitate
them to get jobs
Reinstates the CSSA
rent subsidy to $1,505



Public Housing
Policy

Mental Health

housing; 40.8% cannot
afford the rent deposit

78.7% complains the
long waiting period of
public housing
application

75.3% homeless people
ranked themselves of 6
points or above.

Working Experience

$1,505 to $1,265 since
2003; and no rent
deposit anymore

The Housing Dept. has
implemented
‘non-elderly singleton
point system’ since
2005

Some parts of “Hospital
psychiatric outreach
team” are not willing to
diagnosis the homeless
people in public Area,
like on the street.

and provides the
subsidy on rent deposit

Builds more public
housing so as to
shorten the waiting
period

To reinforce the
“Hospital psychiatric
outreach team” and
visit the homeless
people where they
usually appear with the
assistance of the four
“Homeless outreach
teams”

1990 — 1992 Organizing Elderly in Public Housing Re-development Issue
Organizing Elderly in poverty on Social Welfare Issue & Social Security

1992 — 1997
Issue

1997 — 1999 Organizing Elderly Working Poor
1999 till Now Organizing Homeless, Ex-offender, Working Poor to fight for their right
2005 till Now Organizing Hong Kong Homeless Football Team in Hong Kong

Research

1999 2010
2003 2005
1999 2000
1999 — 1997

2012
2008
2012

Homeless Survey X 3

Ex-offender Survey X 3
Working Poor Survey X 3
Research on Elderly in Poverty X N

Education Background

1990 Degree Holder of Economics
2001 Master of Social Work

Chinese University of Hong Kong
Hong Kong University
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